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deer in the church of Chri 
great and good men ate divided in opinion. 5 The 
great: en, 1 | apprehend, bes in making : a pro- 
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ACTS II. 2. 


A. B Gio ſaid, | Separate: me 5 
Barnabas and Saul for the Nor 
 whereunto 1 have called them.--- . 


N. „ DX ; | N 5 
2 DO SHE. Lord Jeſos, i in 2 r to carey 


NN on the defigns of his grace in this 
COT Hs > apoſtate world, gave ſome, apoſtles - 
ELDER YN and ſome, prophets : and ſome, evan- 
* 580 8 XX er and ſome, paſtors & ſeach- 
t It may not be eaſy to aſcer- 
Te iſe difference, between | theſe ſeveral 
hriſt concerning which 


1 | 2 per 
we, * Epheſ. 4+ 11. N 


=P 


+ 3 


PT 


©» As. ev ts + 


per distinction between evangeliſts, paſtors and 7 


teachers; for apoſtles and prophets, are generally 
allowed to have been extraordinary officers, who 
were confined to the firſt age of the church. An 
apoſtle was one who received his authority & qua- 
 lifications immediately from Chriſt, and had; power 
to work miracles for the proof of his doctrines. 
Thus Paul aſſures us, that he neither received the 
goſpel of man, neither was be taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. And after he had. 


received it, he waited not for an ordinary call 5 


from the church to preach it, but being extraordi- 
narily qualified for, and called to the work of the 
miniſtry, he went not up to Jeruſalem to them 


who had been aps#/es before him; but ſet out for 


Arabia, to pfeach the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. 


A prophet was principally. diſtinguiſhed by his 
ſpecial knowledge of future events z which he fore- 
told with infallible certainty. Such v was S Agabus, 
mentioned A 11. 17. 


Tusk are ſaid to be 3 or 4 


officers, becauſe they received their call and autho- 
rity direly from God, and were confined to the 
apoſtolic age: Since which time they have ceaſed. 


None but ſuch as are led away by a ſpirit of error 


and deluſion, will pretend, in the preſent day, to 
| be either pr opbets or apoSes, donde nf li 218. "I 


7 1 
4 & * 5, # 


* Pl 1 i d, 


An evangeliſt is thought to have been a. com- 


panion and aſſiſtant of the a Poſtles 3 whoſe buſineſs - 


| 1308 Fas 
„ Gal. 1, 12, ; | = MEAN 


1951 


was to preach the goſpel. in all * to which he 
might be ſent. Probably he acted as an itineraut, 
(to uſe a modern phraſe) viſiting the churches 
which had been planted by the apoftles, for; their 
eſtabliſhcaens and edification, 


By paffors are generaly öde thoſe who 
h have the charge of a particular church, and are 
more immediately confined to it; who are 
authorized to preach the word, and to admi- 
niſter all the ordinances of the goſpel. That there 
were ſuch officers in the apoſtolic age, - who had 
the ſpecial charge of particular churches, is evident 
from the following paſſages of ſcripture. In As 
14. 2, 3: we read that Barnabas and Paul, ordained 
elders in every church that they viſited, after they 
had departed from Antioch. Let it be obſerved 
that theſe elders were ordained in every church; 
conſequently every church was thus furniſhed with 
elders of their own ; who were to have a ſpe- 
cial regard to that particular church in which they 
were ordained... And when Paul arrived at Mile- 
tus, he ſent to * pheſus, and called the elders of the 
church. * 1 they were particularly the 
elders ef the church. of Epbeſus. Why of that 
church rather than any Adee but becauſe they had 
taken the ſpecial charge of it? This ſenſe is con- 
firmed by bis addreſs. to thee elders, ver. 28. 
Take. bee, therefore—t9 all THE FLOCK over 
which the Holy Gboſt bath made you OV ERSEERS, 
or Wahre The n . — the why en 
ere 


i «© 1 \.; 


Bongs EW 
A lch 20. 17 : 


- 


/ | 8 1 


here with that, which in ſome p laces is fo Pa 
dered. It is apparent that theſe elders. had the 
charge of a particular flock ;/ and that the Holy 
Ghoſt himfelf had appointed them overſeers of 
that flock. They were therefore under the moſt 
ſolemn. obligations more eſpecially to attend tg it. 
I will add to what has been (aid, the words: ” 
Peter. The elders who are among you T exhort— 
Feed 4 of God which is among yon, taking 
| the overſight thereof, not by confiraint, but willing: 
ly , not for filthy lucre, but of a reach mind, * 
Here alſo mention is made of à particular flock, 


and the elders, or preſby ters are exhorted to take 


the overſight of this flock in a ſpecial manner. 
Neither did their attachment to a particular flock, 

or church of Chriſt, prevent their making excutlions 
to thoſe places whete their miniſtrations were 
wanted; ſeeing every church had a plurality of 
elders ; hence one might be ear LS certain 
5 denen and the church ſtill ſupplied. 


Wirn paſtors the apoſtle joins nn mT is " 
anne of uncertainty, who are defign ned by teach. 
ers. Some imagine that they were, as they are 
called ** gifted brethren”; who were employed by 
the church in teaching only; not having authority 
to adminifter baptiſm, or the Lord's ſupper. One 
upon the place obſerves that he. rather thinks, 
«* that: 2er and teachers intend one aud the 
_ * fame office, that the word teachers is only ex- 
planative of the figurative word paſtors or ſhep- 
* herds ; : and che rather becauſe if the K* bad 
| . N. 2 deligned | 


1 Pet. 5. 1 


« deſigned diſtin is he would have uſed the i 
N 2 form of ſpeaking as before; and have ex- | 
© prefſed himſelf thus, and ſome paſtors, and ſome ; 
* teachers whereas he does not make ſuch a 1 
«* diſtribution here as there.“ But whether or no 9 
the preceding remarks convey true ideas of theſe 1 
teſpective officers in the church of Chriſt, we are 1 
confident of this one thing, that the various quali- 1 
flications for theſe offices were moe by Chriſt, the 1 
| glorious head of the church, for the perfefing of 1 
the ſaints, for the work of the mind, and for the Wl 
| edifying his body. * As long therefore, as the ſame J 
lin, may be anſwered in this finful world, by the q 
_ goſpel miniſtry, we may expect a ſucceſſion of 4 
faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo. 4 
He with whom the office originated, will undoubt- Ig 
_ edly continue it until the grand end of it's inſtitutionn 
is fully accompliſhed : Whoſe care in this reſpect is 4 
clearly manifeſted in the text. As they miniftred to | 
the Lord and faſted, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate vt 
me Barnabas and Saul to the work whereunto I haut R 
called them. Theſe two men had been engaged in = 
the work of the miniſtry, long before the tranſaftion — g 
ſpoken of in the text took place, as is evident Þ 
in the preceding chapter, conſequently this  ſe- | 
| paration to the work, cannot intend, what is 
commonly called ordination. To ſuppoſe this is q 
to invalidate Paul's extraordinary call to the a- 1 


poſtleſbip; by which he was qualified for, and 

: authorized to perform all the parts of the miniſte- - 
rial office ; ſenſible of this, he at onee ſet out on 
the dikcharge of the truft repoſed i in him, without 
an 8 holding 


l n 16. | © 
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holding a conſultation with thoſe who had been 
apoſtles before him.“ This extraordinary call cer- 

tainly ſuperſedes that which is ordinary; or renders 
ordination by the inter poſition of men unneceſſary : 
For who can imagine that a man who had been 
ordained by the Lord Jeſus in an extraordinary 
manner, and had officiated many years as an apofie 
by virtue of ſaid ordination, on afterwards ſub · 
mit to be ordained by men? 


Ax with reſpect to Bernabes,.v we read ans 
11. 22—25. that the church at Jeruſalem ſent him 
to Antioch to preach the goſpel; which they would 


not have done, had he not been fully. authorized 


for it. I apprehend therefore that we are ta un- 
derſtand by the ſeparation of Barnabas and Saul 
to the work ſpoken of in the text, a deſgna- 
tion of them to that pariicular ſervice, in which 
they engaged immediately after the ſolemnity was 
ended; tor having faſted and prayed, and laid their 
bands on them, they ſent them away. So they be- 
ing ſent forth by the Holy Ghoſt, departed unto Sa- 
leucia, &c. The ſervice they now went upon, was 


33 by the direction of the Holy Ghoſt ; and which, as 


one obſerves, was to preach the goſpel to the Gen- 
tiles in any, or every place ' The ſolemnity of 
prayer and fafting, denotes the anxiety of their 


3 brethren that God ſhould go with them, and ac- 
company their labors with ſucceſs : Their laying 


Bands on them, may he expreſſive; of their warm 
deſires, that every neceſſary bleſſing ſnould at- 
Bi tend them. * This was a Ceremony uſed by the 
ft Jens, 


* Gal, 1, 1 Sd 1 Pool's Synopſis i in lac. 


L. 11 ] 


Jews, when they wiſhed any bleſſing or bappi- 


* neſs to attend any perſons”; “ thus it may be 


thought theſe prophets and teachers ated on "this 

occaſion. Nevertheleſs the words afford us ſeveral 

leading ſentiments, the conſideration of WINGED _ 
be uſeful on the preſent folemnity. £314 


5 I. Tus work to which Barnabas and Saul vere 
ſeparated. 1 


II. Tur call to this work 3 ; whereunt 1 bave 
CALLED them. 


III. Ia take the liberty to treat of ordina- 
ti ien, or a ſeparation to the ſacred office, becauſe 
pertinent to our preſent purpoſe, although not in- 
tended in the text by ſeparating Barnabas and Saul. 


4 4 WX are to attend to the wort ſpoken of in 
the text, Though theſe men were now to be en- 
gaged 1 in a particular ſervice, as hath been hinted, 
ſtill it was in preaching the goſpel ; for we read, a 
ver. g. that after their departure from Antioch, they | 
preached - the word of God in the ſynagogues 
© of the Jews : And in the ſubſequent part of 
| the chapter, that they viſited ſeveral cities 
of the Gentiles, declaring that through Chrift was 
preached unto. them, the. forgiveneſs of fins ; and 
having fulfilled their work, meaning that particular 
ſervice on which they ſet out from Antioch, they 
returned, and having aſſembled the brethren, re- 
bear ſed all that God bad dolle with them, and how 
- He bad opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. + 
But J ſhall conſider the office of a miniſter of . 
| B 2 "+0 
2 Dr, Sr. W ? Sage 8. 26, 27s * 
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Hence Paul exhorts Timothy to. fudy to eto bim- 


I 12 ] 


Ehiift, in it's largeſt ſenſe ; preaching the __ 
being but a part of it. 


1 who is engaged i in the work of the mini- 

ſtry, ſhould be a man of prayer; this ſolemn duty 
is inſeparably connected with his office. Hence 
when the apoſtles called the multitude of the diſci- 
ples unto them, in order to chooſe ſeven men, who 
ſhovld officiate as deacons, they aſſign the following 
as one reaſon of ſuch an appointment, We will give 


ourſelves continually to prayer. * Luther was wont 


to ſay, that, three things are of importance to a 


© miniſter, meditation, temptation and prayer." 


With theſe he cannot be unacquainted. It private 
chriſtians ſhould pray without ceaſing, much more 
ſhould he who is engaged in the ſacred office, carry 


on a continual intercourſe with a God in Chriſt, 


His own body of ſia, the greatneſs of his work, 
the many trials that attend it, and-his felt infuffici- 
eney for it, will often lead him to a throne of grace. 


I mean, if he be one whom God hath py to it. 


The repeated, and numerous occaſions which he. 
will find of drawing near to God in this duty, will 
lead him from his cloſet to the congregation, and 
from the congregation to his clolet $A. | 10 . 

nection with which duty, 225 . 


; oracles. ; 


2. Is a diligent ſtudying the hving 


ſelf approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 


10 be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. + 
75 And in * * to give bimſeif . 10 theſe”. 


Pings, 
1 4 vi 2 Tim. 2. . 


* 


19] 


? ſbings, that bis profiting mig bi appear to all. * The 


things to which St. Paul endeavors to fix Timotby's 


attention, are reading, exhortation, and dofirine z ＋ 

different branches of his ſacred office. Reading is 
of great ad vantage to the miniſter of Cbriſt: Tbere- 
by he obtains an increaſe of knowledge, and a 


growing fitneſs for his work. Neither do I mean 
to confine him in this exerciſe, wholly. to the word 


bf God; though that will be readily allowed to be 
the only rule of faith and practice. For there are 


many human writers both ancient and modern, that 
may be read with advantage. If St. Paul had read 


nothing but the ſcriptures of truth, he could not 


have brought a citation from the greet poets, to 
corroborate a doctrine he delivered to the Athens- 
en 1, ds certain alſo of your own poets have ſaid. | 
Beſides, there are many alluſions, or references in 
the parables, and other parts of ſcripture, to cuſtoms 
that prevailed among the Jets, Greeks and Romans, 
without a knowledge of which, thoſe parts of the 


word of God cannot be ſo amply.explained ; and 
which can only be acquired by reading profane au- 
' thors, ' as they are called. After all, the HOLY- 
BIBLE muſt be received as the ſource of divine 
| knowledge, and the only criterion of ſacred truth. z 


out of which every miniſter of Chriſt ſhould bring 


forth things new and old. Db ne from the 


. of. Gs 1 * 
f Tis: will go to the monks . wy fuloes. of > 
the * of. the goſpel of Chriſt. In the diſ- 


a 
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ſhun to declare the whole counſel of God. It is 
enough for him that any truth is revealed in the ho- 
ly ſcriptures, and was preached by the apoſtles. 
Satisfied of this he is not to heſitate whether he 
ought to preach it, leſt ſome perſons ſhould make 
a bad uſe of it. Thus ſome talk who profeſs to 
believe the doctrine of election, and of the ſovereign-. 
ty of God in the diſtribution of his grace. But why 
were they revealed, and why preached by St. Paul 
and his brethren, if they were of ſuch dangerous 
tendency ? At leaſt we ſhall be obliged to confeſs, 
that the firff preachers were as wiſe and prudent as 
any of their ſucceſſors ; and preached the truth as it 
18 in Jeſus. Conſequently the nearer we come to 
the plan of preaching which they adopted, the near- 
er we come to the truth: and if truth is delivered, 
we have nothing to fear reſpecting it's tendency. 
The word of God ſhall not return unto him void, 
but proſper in the thing whereto he ſent it. A 
curſory view of the apoſtolic preaching will con- 
vince us, what they thought the leading points in 
chriſtianity, viz; The fall of man, with it's nature and 
conſequences ; and the glorious recovery by Chriſt. 
Theſe they inſiſted on with frequency, plainneſs and 
Zeal : In doing which they were called to treat 
of faith, repentance, and the various chriſtian practi- 
ces. For though Chriſt hath finiſhed redemption, 
it will be of no ſaving benefit to any, but thoſe who 
believe in him: And no man has the faith of God's 
elect, who is not led thereby to obedience. Faith 
without works is dead. The righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
is the only matter of acceptance with God; but no 
7 finner can apprehend it, and derive comfort from 
it but as faith ; and i his faith be genuine, it will 


— 1 nr n 
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make 


"T 15 1 


make him careful to maintain good works. The 


truth believed is the ſpring of evangelical obedience. Y 
we Wuzn he hath thus preached the truth, and 


| finners profeſs to believe it, he is, upon their appli- 


cation to him, and ſatisfaction obtained relative to 


their faith and conduct, to adminiſter the ſpecial 
ordinances of the new teſtament to them, baptiſm 


and the Lord's ſupper. This is the order of the 
commiſſion as Chriſt gave it to his diſciples, 


PREACH THE GOSPEL to every creature; be 
that BELIEVETH and is BAPTIZED fhall be 


ſaved, Sc. With which agree the following words. 
Then they who GLADLY RECEIVED THE 
WORD, were BAPTIZED.* And when they 
BELIEVED Philip, preaching the things concern- 
ing the kingdom of God, and the name of Jeſus 


Cbri#, they were BAPTIZED, both MEN and 


WOMEN, + We ought carefully to attend to the 


account of theſe ordinances, as we have it in the 
new teſtament, becauſe they are new ſeſtament in- 
ſtitutions, and to adminiſter them according to the 


pattern therein left us. The difference that ſubſiſts 


among chriſtians in this matter, as it calls for the 
exerciſe of mutual forbearance, ſo it ſhould lead us 
with the noble Bereans to ſearch the ſcriptures 


daily, that our faith and Oe may be ſuch as 


God requireth. 


5.  Tnxy who have Sos believed i in a ah 
have been added to the church, are called the flock 


of Chriſt ; over whom migifters: are over/eers, as 


ſuch they ſhould watch for their ſouls as thoſe noſe : 
mut 
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muſt give an account. This part of their duty will 
lead them not only to teach publicly, but from houſe 
to houſe. Private viſits among the flock are attend- 
ed with many great advantages. A miniſter has it 
more immediately in his power, on ſuch occaſions, 
of removiag that fear the people are apt to enter- 
tain of him; and that reſerve, which prevents their. 
converſing freely with him, and of rendring him- 
ſelf familiar and eaſy of acceſs. By this means he 
will not only have a door open for greater uſeful- 


neſs, but act more compatible with his character ay 


a diſciple of the meek and lowly Jeſus, and a preach. 
er of his religion, than ſhould he endeavor to keep 
the people of his charge at an awful diſtance, under 
a notion of ſupporting his dignity. In the former 
caſe the people will 055 him Nohly in love fot 
his works fake ; in the latter, they will r bim, 
but not love him. 


Ix viſitin the flock, einzfiers mould be careful 
not to ſpend that time among them, which ought 
to be devoted to reading, meditation and prayer. 
Without a folemn attention to theſe things, a 
preacher will make but a ſmall proficiency in divine 
knowledge, and will be confined in his preaching 

to a ſmall circle; of whom it may be ſaid, If you 


hear him once, you hear him always.” Whereas 


he ought to labor to be as a ſcribe ready inftrufted in 
the kingdom of God, bringing forth out of his tre- 
ſure, things nee as well as old. To ſuch negligence 
as is hinted at above, ſome men of the ſacred cha- 
racter, are ſtrongly teppich both by an averſion 
to confinement, and cloſe thinking, and the per- 
fuaſions of Tone of their friends, who, from a y”_ 
— ... 


neſs for their company, would gladly convince 


them that much ſtudy 1s unneceſſary ; ; or that they 


can preach well enough without it. But St. Paul 
had other.views of the work of the miniſtry, whea 
he cried out, Who is ſufficient for theſe things ? 


And exhorted Timothy to give himſelf WHOLLY TH 


to reading and meditation that. his profiting might 
appear to all. We may from hence learn moſt 
certainly, that one duty ſhould not ſuperſede ano- 


ther: Thar viſiting the flock though a duty ſhould 


not interfere with reading, meditation and prayer. 


6. I $HALL only add under this head, that the 
elders of the church are to reprove, rebuke, er hort | 
with all long-ſuffering and doctrine; to preſide in 


the affairs of the church, and continually to go 
before the flock, as thoſe whom Chriſt hath count- 


ed faithful, having put them into the miniſtry. 


They are not to lord it over God's heritage, but 
to be examples to the flock in word, in converſation, 
in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. * In the 
diſcharge of every duty, they ſhould behave with 


meckneſs of wiſdom, conlicering themſelves alſo Ty 


in the body. 


II. Taz call to this facred wotk comes now 
under conſideration. The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Sepa- 
rate me Barnabas and Saul to the work whereunto 


1 HAVE CALLED them. From which words 


I remark, that it is eſſential to the character of a 


miniſter of Chriſt, that be be called by the Holy 
Ghoſt, The nature of this call I ſhall explain, and 


then ſhew | ty 5 OY neceſſ 2 


1 Tim. 1 12. 


1. HRE 
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1. Here I beg leave to premiſe, that every 
man who engages in this office, ought to be pre- 
viouſly called out of darkneſs into marvellous light. 
In other words he ought to be a good man; one 
who has experienced the influences of the Spirit of 
| God, in opening his blind eyes, and turning him 
from darkneſs to light; and from the power of 
ſatan unto God. He ought not only to be a man 
of gifts, but grace, Though every real chriflian 
ought not to be a preacher ; every preacher ought. 
to be a real believer. In fact, if he has never known 
the plague of his heart, his loſt and periſhing con- 
dition both by nature and practice; and derived 
peace to his guilty ſoul from the finiſhed redemp- 


tion of the Lord Jeſus ; he is deſtitute of the firſt 


thing requiſite to the miniſterial office, I do not 
ſay, that faith in Chriſt, or an experience of the 
goſpel on the mind, qualifies a man to preach it: 
Verily many things beſides this, are neceſſary. 
But I am obliged to believe both from ſcripture 
and the nature of the thing, that no man, let him 
have what other gifts he will, ought to engage in 
the miniſtry, while unregenerate. The office is 
the ſame it ever was, fo are the ends to be anſwer- 
cd by it; the qualifications for it therefore, we 

may naturally conclude, ought to be the ſame like- 
wiſe, It is obſervable, that Chriſt the glorious 
Head of the church, firſ# converted the men whom 
He afterward engaged in the miniſtry. He did 
not only endue them with gifts, but effeually called 
them by his divine power, Judas excepted ; whoſe | 
caſe we ſh ul hardly be willing to bring as a reaſon 
why men ſhould be employed in the miniſtry, who 
have no experience of the power of the goſpel N 
1 =; their 


1991 
their ſouls. This inſtance is truly alarming to thoſe 
who preach the goſpel, and ſhould lead them to 
inquire whether they are not in his condition; 
having emipent gifts, and traitors to Jeſus at the 
ſame time, As for St. Paul, he declares that God 
called bim by bis grace, and revealed his Sen in bim, 
in order that he might preach Him among the 
Gentiles. * And when he gave Charge to Timothy | 
reſpecting thoſe who ſhould ſucceed him in the 
| miniſtry, he particularly confines him, fo far as 
Timothy could judge, to men of real godlineſs ; 
FAITHFUL men, who ſhould be able io teach 
ot bers alſo. F It is alſo evident, from the very 
nature of the ſacred office, that he who engages 
in it, ought to be a man of real piety. How ſhall . 
he teach others the thiogs that belong to their 
peace, who has never been taught himſelf ? How -/ 
ſhall be love a work, which in all it's parts is ſacred, 
whoſe heart remains at enmity with God? To ſuch. 
an one it will be a taſk, in an attendance. to which 
he will drag on heavily ; and rejoice when he can 
obtain a reſpite from it. How, think ye, ſhall a 
man preach the doctrine of reconciliation, who hath 
never been reconciled to God through Chriſt him- 
ſelf ? How ſhall he converſe with men condemned 
by the law, and crying out, Vbat ſhall we do to 
be ſaved, ſeeing he knows not what this meaneth? 
Or how will he behave towards them, who, be- | 
lieving, rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of 
glory? The dejection of the former, he may per- 
| haps attribute to diſeaſe of body, and therefore 
adviſe the Perſon to call in the help of a phy ſician; 
"RM > 8 the 
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the joy of the latter to an over- heated | imagination, 


or to a religious frenzy. And no wonder ſhould 


this be the caſe ; ; for a natural man receiveth not 


the things of the Spirit of God, they are fooliſhneſs 
unto him; neither can he knew them, becauſe they 


. wu ſpiritually diſcerned. * Farther, it may be 


aſked, How he can ſupremely ſeck the glory of 


God, or long for the converſion of finners, whofe 


own glory or intereſt lies neareſt to his heart; and 


| Who has never been really convinced of the value 


of his own ſoul, and the infinite importance of ſal- 
vation from the curſe of the law ? Surely it is pre- 
poſterous even to imagine, that any man in a ſtate 


of unbelief, or unregeneracy, fhould be calculated 
to teach others the way to eternal life, ſeeing he 


has no true acquaintance With it himſelf. And 


what an awful thing will it be to preach an un- 
known Chriſt, and after having preached to others, 
to be a Caftaway ! But admitting that the perſon 


knows the truth as it is in Jeſvs, it is neceſſary in 
order to his entring on the work of the pope mi- 
niſtry, that— 


2. Hz hs called to it by t ts Holy Ghoſt. — be 


wer whereunto I HAVE CALLED them. The 
ſame ſentiment is implied in the following queſtion, 
How fhall they preach except they be ſent 2F If 


men run before they are ſent, they have no reaſon 
to expect that God will either aſſiſt, or ſucceed 
them ; for as no man touk on him the honors of 


prieſthood. under the law, but he that was called 
ot God, as Was Aaron, ſo no man ought to engage 


iq 
4 2 Cor. 2. 14. 1 Rom, 10. 15. 


2 1 


in the miniſtry of the goſpel, who has not a divine 
call to it. This call may be diſtinguiſhed into 
extraordinary and ordinary, internal and external. 
I have ſpoken ſomething of an extraordinary call 
to the miniſtry, in a preceding part of this diſ- 
- courſe, and ſhall now paſs to conſider an ordinary 
call; which is thus denominated becauſe the com- 
mon or uſual method which the Lord now takes, in 
ſendiog men forth to preach the goſpel : And it is, 


(A.) INTERNAL 3 which preſuppoſes that the 
perſon i is a real believer, and that he hath thoſe 
gifts or qualifications for the work, which are re- 
quiſite; a particular enumeration of which St. Paul 
hath given us.“ It is abſurd to imagine that God 
would call any man to preach the Goſpel, whom 
he hath not qualified for it in a good degree z and 
thoſe whom he hath thus qualified, Be powerfully 
diſpoſes to that ſacred employment, by inſpiring 
them with a prevailing deſire to devote themſelves 
to it at all events; not from motives of eaſe, honor, 
or profit ; tor miniſters are /aborers, and often fer 
at naught, and have no right to expect more than 


food and raiment; but from love to God, and 


precious ſouls, He who thus views the ſacred 
office, and from the above motive longs to engage 


in it, appears to be internalhy called. The ſenſe 


that the godly reformers had of this inward call to ke 
work of the miniſtry, | is evident in the ſolemn queſti- 


on ſtill retained in the ordination ſervice of the 


church of England, and put to every candidate, 


previous to the impoſition of hands, Do you truſt 


that you are inwardly moved by the Holy « Ghoſt 
0 


2 1. Tim. 3. 28. 
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s to take upon you this office and miniſtration, to 
„ ſerve God for the promoting of his glory, and 


de the edifying his people?“ To which the candi- 
date replies, I truſt ſo. | 


Tux office is from heaven, and Chriſt Jeſus will | 
ſee that it is maintained until all his ele& are called; 


and having a free and conſtant accels to the human 


mind, we cannot, or we ought not to heſitate whe- 


ther he does thus move men to engage in the work 
of the miniſtry ; yea, he moves, or inclines ſome 


ſo ſtrongly to it, that they, with Paul, become con- 


vinced, that wo is unto them if they preach not 
the goſpel. But to preveat a miſtake in this affair, 
it is expedient that the perſon ſhould obſerve, how 


far divine providence concurs with his governing 


inclination, If God deſigns a man for the work of 


the miniſtry, he will open a door to his regular en- 
trance upon it; for whatever end he hath in view, 


he will overrule every circumſtance to bring it to 


paſs ; conſequently he whom he hath ne ; 


: called, ſhall be. 


(.) ExTERNALLY called a: The externa! 


call lies with the church to which the perſon be- 


longs ; who being ſatisfied of his grace and gifts, 


invite hm to the exerciſe of them in a public man- 
ner, and appoint him a preacher of the goſpel, 
The choice and approbation of the church, and or- 
dination by virtue of her power, conflitutes the or- 
 dinary call to the miniſtry ; which is the method, 
by which men are now ſent into it; and which | 
_ ought to be obſerved with great punctuality, in or- 
N der to prevent ſuch from engaging in it who are 


deftitute 


LW? 
FF deftitute of the requiſite qualifications for it. 1 
| proved news fie; e 


III. To advert a little to the nature of ordination. 
And here two queſtions demand our ſerious atten- 
tion, With whom is the power of chuſing to the 
effice ? And, How, or by whom is the perſon choſen 
to be inveſted with it? As to the firſt of theſe, it ii 
generally allowed that every church of Chriſt, has 
full power of chufing it's own officers z and that it 
ſhould be fo, is agreable both to reaſon and ſcrip- . 
ture. We have a plain account that the church at 
Jeruſalem were directed to look out from among 
_ themſelves, fit perſons, who ſhould officiate as dea- 
cons ;*or manage the temporal affairs of that church. 
The power of chuſing, we ſee in this inſtance, was 
in the church. And it is reaſonable that every ; 
church ſhould have the ſame- power, with reſpect ; 
to higher officers. Who can know the perſon's gifts 
and manner of life, ſo well as that ſociety to which 
he belongs? Who ſo proper to chuſe as the 
very perſons who are to ſit under his inſtructions ? 
Shall a man have an undoubted right to chuſe his 
own phyfcian, his own lawyer, and ſhall he not 
have liberty to chuſe his own miniſter ? Shall he 
have full power to act in /emporal things, and be 
denied the privilege of chuſing in things ſpiritual ? 
By no means. How much alarmed ſhould we be, 
if any man, or body of men ſhould undertake to 
determine that we ſhould fit under ſuch a miniſtry ʒ 
and having it in their power, oblige us to pay a 
fine for non-attendance ? There is not a man of 
us, who would not eſteem it mT . : 
. 3 | 9 


Acts 6. 
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Horrid violation of our religious rights. And if 


every man has a right to chuſe in this caſe; {urely 
a church of Chriſt or number of believers engaged 


in covenant, to walk together according to the faith 


and order of the Goſpel, have ſuch power. A 
very familiar ſuppoſition cannot fail of making this 
matter clear as a morning without clouds, viz, 
Stould our brethren the Epiſcopalians, aſſume to 
themſelves a power of chuſing miniſters for us Di- 


ſenters; we ſhould univerſally deem it an act of 


injuſtice and oppreſſion. Or ſhould the Diſſenters 


having ſufficient power, attempt to chuſe for the 


Epiſcopalians, they would immediately look upon 
it an infringement of their right of private judg- 
ment, It cannot but be allowed moſt reaſonable, 


that every church of Chriſt ſhould chuſe their own 


officers : This power is committed to them by 


their adorable Head. The choice of ſuch church 


« officers belongeth not to the civil magiſtrate, as 
* ſuch, or Dioceſan Biſhops or Patrons ; for of 


% theſe, or any ſuch like, the ſcripture is wholly : 
« ſilent, as having any power therein.“ 


Taz ſecond queſtion to be conſidered is, "OS or 


1 who is the perſon choſen by the church to be 


inveſted with the office of a miniſter of Chriſt ? 
The eſſence of ordination conſiſts, I apprekend, 


in the choice of the church, and the accep- 


tance of the perſon choſen ; but it was the pre- 


valling practice in the apoſtolic æra, for the apoſtles, 

or elders, to be preſent at, and to aſſiſt in the intro- | 
duction of the candidate into the office of the mi- 
niſtry. Neither can 1 find a ſingle example of 


ordination | 
9 Canbeidge Fer, p-. 21, 
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vidination, in the New Teſtament, without an or- 


dained elder being preſent. In Acts 6. the twelve 
apoſtles thus. addreſſed the church, Look YE out 


among you ſeven men, &c. twhom we may appoint 


over this buſineſs, This they did, and ſet them be- 


fore the apoſtles. The chaice was with the church, 
but the ſetting them apart with the apoſtles. In Acts 
14. we read that Barnabas and Saul ORDAINED 
elders in every eig. And St. Paal tells Titus in 
his letter to him, For this cauſe left 1 thee in Gute. 


that thou ſhould ORDAIN elders in every city. 


If we determine to make the New Teſtament our 
rule in this matter, and to act agreable to it, we muſt 


then allow that the Power of chuſi ng to office is in 
the church; and that it is the province of paſtors, 


or elders, to ſet apart ſuch as the church hath 
Choſen; Þ at the ſame time they cannot act but in 
conſequence of the invitation or requeſt of the 
church, over which the candidate is to be ordained. 


In an extraordinary caſe, indeed, that is, when a 


church cannot obtain the aſſiſtance of an elder, 3 


imagine that the perſon may proceed to officiate in 


the ſacred office, by virtue of the choice of the 
church, and his* own acceptance of it. But that 
this ought not to be, only in caſes of real cg, 
for the waghty reaſon given above. 


1 PASS to ſome Reflection on the Subject. 


* Fon hence we learn the ſolemnity and great- 


; neſs of the miniſterial office : They who are en- | 
: ee in it ſtand in need of great grace, gifts, and 
: * Was it * ere 7 


D aſe. 
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thoſe who have entred upon it, they would more 
feelingly adopt the language of St. Paul, Who is 

Sufficient fer theſe things ? Ard thoſe Who have it 
in view, would, no doubt, proceed with the greateſt 


caution, left they ſhould run before they are ſent. 


But I mean not to diſcourage you, my Brother, 
who deſign this day to devote yourſelf to that ſo- 


lemn ſervice. It is great, and you are ſenſible of 
your inſufficiency for it : But you have the greateſt 


encouragement to go forward. The'Lord hath 
made your way: plain before you; and hath declar- 
ed that he will be with his faithful ſervants alway, 
even to the end of the world, 870 50 in er = me 


Lord be with your : 


2. Jour many erbt be which ddd be 


natural here, and only add, That there is a matii- 


ſeſt propriety in reminding the people of their duty 


to their miniſter on this occaſion; The connection 


between them is ſacred, and the obligations mutual. 
If he whom you have choſen to ſerve you in the 


goſpel is to lay himſelf out in your ſervice, and to 


give himſelf wholly to it, you ought toendeavor to 
aſſiſt him as much as heth in your power. Parti- 
cufarly pray for him. When you are admitted to 

a throne of grace bear him on your minds. Do 
not expect too much from him; but conſider him 

as a man of like paſſions with yourſelves. This 
will iacline you to guard againſt unreaſonable pre- 


judices, and to make every propet allowance for 
"the frailties of human natüre. Stand by him at 


all times of trial, and be ready to bear a Tp of his 
burdens ; and to adviſe in all difficult matters 


; which may come 2 the church. In fine, 


Remember 


"i & 1 


Remember. that they who are taught in the word 
' ſhould communicate unto bim that teacheth in all 
good things. Thou ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of 
the ox that treadeth out the corn. * Do ye not 
| know, ſays the ſame apoſtle in another place, that 
they who miniſter about holy things live of the 
things. o, the temple ; and they who wait at the 
altar are pertakers of the altar. Even ſo bath 
the Lord ORDAINED, that they who preach the 
goſvel ſhould live of the goſpel, T How plain is 
the duty of a people to their miniſter, held forth 
in theſe words. It is an ordinance of God, that 
5 they and their families ſhould have a comfortable 
maintenance. Many people look upon what theß 
give to ſupport the goſpe|-miniſtry as a gau tie; 
but it is what they have a right to expect from 
the appointment of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : And I 
- cannot imagine what thoſe chriſtians do with their 
conſciences, who have. ny and yet neglect his 
duty, ſeeing it is written as With a ſun-beam in the 
bodracles of God. A miniſter is to be continually at 
the call of the people, he muſt preach in ſeaſon, 
and out of ſeaſon ; how then ſhall he and his fa- 


1 mily be ſupported, unleſs they whom he ſerves 


provide for them ? I do not urge this matter at 
preſent, from any ſuſpicion that you, my Brethren, 
of theſe churches, need to be convinced of your 
duty in this reſpect, or that you will be backward 


to diſcharge it, no; but becauſe it is ſnamefully neg- 1 


lected in many of the churches of our denomina- 


tion; an error which I would gladly cot rect both 


_ or the ſake of winifters and people. Andif any 
"00 2: e Þ 


* Gal "i 6. | F 1 Os. 9 9 15, 14. 
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are preſent, to whom what has been inſiſted on "HY 
more immediately applicable, they ought at leaſt 
ſeriouſly to conſider the matter. It becomes us 
to be conſcientious reſpecting every duty. . 'y 


NOW io the King eternal, immortal, invif 1, 
tbe only mn * be * and glory fer ever <q 
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The CHARGE, 87 the neter 
Hezxkian SMITH, A. M. 
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Tes cranſaflic ons of this day are vaſtly impor- | 
tant, as they reſpect an office that is ſo in it's 
oon nature; an office truly laudable, honor- 
able, uſeful and of divine authority, the conſequen- 
ces of which will follow you, ny Brother, through | 
eternity. 1 


Taz ot which geveties upon me, at the cloſe 
of this exerciſe, is moſt ſolemn and weighty. : 


' Permit me therefore in the name of the great 


Shep herd of Iſrael, and by the authority of the | 


duet Head of the Church, to Wen you in 
che following manner. 


I CHARGE thee . * God, and, the 
Lad Jeſus Chriſt, who thall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing and his kingdom : Preach 
the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon; re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all long-ſuffering and 

doctrine. Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” Make the 


ſacred ſcriptures of the Old and New-Teftament 


the man of your counſel. ' They are pregnant with 


5 ruths calculges de the — 1 


of 


1 


of the goſpel-miniſtry. In theſe are found the 
moſt ſalutary cordials for babes in Chriſt; as well 
as nouriſhment for thoſe who are ſtrong in ſaith. 
They give directions how to build up, as well as 
to lay the foundation of a goſpel church. They 
fully aſſert the neceſſity of regeneration, draw the 
characters of the children of God, and alſo do 
Furniſh the moſt powerful weapons, through the 
divine influence, to break down the Bars of preju- 
dice, in the minds of the ungodly againſt the truth. 
By theſe we are inſtructed how to live in this,” as 
well as what is abſolutely neceſſary to happineſs in 
a future world. Let your preaching and practice 
be according to theſe ſacred oracles, in order to 


which, you ſhould not only underſtand, but enter 8 


iato the very life and ſpirit of them. 


Be frequent i in your addreſſes to the throne ” 
grace; for God hears, and delights to anſwer the 
prayers of his children ; to him you may go with 
the utmoſt freedom, when under any difficulty re- 
ative to the affairs of his kingdom in the world. 


Be importunate with God for direction in the choice 


of your ſubjects; and when your mind is determin- 
ed, be equally ſolicitous by prayer that you might 
rightly underſtand. e bf; AAR: JOU ; PIOGRDS 
We e to all. een e a ; "61 


Lr divine truth Avon and conſtantly impreſs 
your mind - Often meditate upon it—Bring near to 
view eternal realities, which have a tendency to ſup- 
preſs pride, covetouſneſs and ſenſuality, thoſe ene- 
mies to the growth. of a miniſter, and propagation 
Wt vital religion. 2 Abs heed of a e 

4 03 


5 ? | 1 9 : 9 : n 1 * ” - Py * i . "wy 
.: - ; 
b c } 5 
593 


«ſes, leſt they betray you, and prove an impedi- 4 
* ment to your advances as a chriſtian ; and ſue- 


ce ceſs as a miniſter.” 


_ perpetual war with every flattering luſt 3 and prove: 
_ yourſelf a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt, * Contend 
_« earneſtly for the faith once delivered tothe ſaints. 
And let no conſideration whatever iulnence (date 
to depart from the truth. an F440 


We charge you to wks heed bak to e a 
and to your doctrine that it be according to Godli- 
neſs. For the proſperity of this part of Zion, 
ſhould your life be continued, depends much upon 
them. In your preaching frequently inſiſt upon 
the natures, perſon, offices, and character of Chriſt 
together with the 1 wa . enter and I 
lanCuhcation. "=o Fs KD 14 N 


is adminiſtring the n of the goſpel, 
ſtrictly adhere to the ns of the New- 
Teſtament, dg) 3-4 : 


| "Anp now froma Bci Spal of a "fo 5 
tute appearance before the auguſt tribunal of the 
ſupreme Head of the Church, we charge you to 
be faithful and ſincere in the conſtant diſcharge of 


Enter into a conſtant and 


the ſeveral duties relative to the miniſteria} office, 5 
as they ſhall be made known unto you. This we 


do in the preſence of the omniſcient God, and of 
Jeſus Chriſt the great Shepherd and Biſhop of 
ſouls, and of the elect angels. We being witneſles, 5 
do alſo call this numerous aſſembly to witneſs, that 


you have this day devoted yourſelf wholly to the 


work of the TOON ſo 1 we the future, your 


time, 


» this; 
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; time, * beakh, di 4 life, * e be 
all employed in this great and. good Wörle 
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Fin ALL v, my Brother, we would deeply i im- 
preſs your mind with theſe intereſting things, by 


deducing arguments from the glorious perfection: 
of the Deity 3 from the tranſactions of the triune 
God in eternity, from the incarnation, life, 


obedience, ſufferings, death, reſurrection and al- 


cenſion of aur Lord; [from the worth of 
precious and immortal * from the rewards of 
grace, and puniſhment of tranſgreſſars z from the 
reſurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment, 
And now, Brother, we commend you to God and 


the word of his grace, which is able to build you 


up, and to give you an inheritance _ all them 
that are ſanctified. AMEN. 
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The RIGHT HAND of FEL- 


 LOWSHIP by the Reverend | 
Jas: MaxNIxo, A. M. 


rc Preſident of Rhode-INand College, ] 


„ 


"HE part, dear - Sir ed 0 me by the | 
Council, is, in the name and behalf of theſe 
Churches to give you the Right Hand of 


Fellowſhip And from a ſtrict examination into 
your experiences, ſentiments concerning the doct- 
rines of religion, manner of life, and call both in- 
ternal and external to the ſacred office of the goſ- 


| miniſtry, we are ſatisfied that your motives are 


laudable in this im portant undertaking. We there- 
fore moſt cordially give you this token of brother- 
hood; we. honor you in the preſence of all the 


people, and hail you a brother-watchman on the 


walls of Zion ; a fellow-laborer in the vineyard of 


our Lord : And we promiſe you all the affiſtance | 


and advice in our power, and aſk the ſame of you. 
And now may the God of Bleſſing bleſs you, and 
crown your labors with abundant ſucceſs ! Amen. 
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